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If the lively pace set by the inaugural week of the new stock season of
tlu IV.'i Theater ma be taken as an indicator of the months that stretch
be tore ii, the park of hope that was fanned to flame in the managerial
I at bv redecorating the playhouse and reorganizing the company was
irmif-lete- iiiM'hed. for the S. R. O. sign has been in evidence since last

ondav evening, and the close of the first week of the new stock year found
i o abatement in the enthusiastic reception of the aggregation of players.

There is no question of Washington's willingness to support a home of
permanent stock. This was tested some four years ago when the idea was
a noveltv in this citv. It created considerable speculation when announce-- 1

lert was first made that Mr Poll would establish such an institution, but
inv doubt that was felt of the success of the venture was dispelled when
the hrt Washington company under the Poli management opened the
Avenue theater with "N'obody's Widow," with A. H. Van Buren and Izetta
lew el heading the ca- -t of players, which also included Mark Kent. It was

1 nlliant performance, and the world and his wife immediately sat up and
notice.

Better still, the world and his wife were so tickled that they became
v.tkh patron- - of the theater, and there followed months of productions

Inch made stock Imtorv in the I'nitcd States.
Then, how did it happen that after the first year interest in the enter- -'

n-- r (Ingccd'
Changes in the company and the gradual deterioration of the house that
v r -- o Iona a time nu-e- d vaudeville under the Chase regime. Hand

.ii bard these lenient worked misfortune to the venture, until it came

hi' lb a everybody intere-te- d became anxious.
Vvcrv sort of method for the of interest was resorted to

! " the right method, until James Thatcher had a hunch.
"You can give auav scat-- . You can go bankrupt advertising. You can

i iit-'-i' vour bells and toot vour horn-- , world without end, but if von don't
r, Imr the goods it - all a waste of energy," he argued sagely,. both in

r. nre to the theater and the company it housed last spring.

nd in tins belief Mr. Poli's manager got busy, with what result we had
Hi i Va-u- re of witnessing last Monday evening when the brilliance of the

n .1 opening of the house was repeated.

I' v. as a might v wi-- e thing this closing of Poli's for a month or so
' the plavhou-- e was made new in the matter of furnishings and deco- -'

i'ii'1- -

M r still was the derision to organirc a new company that would
of enthusiasm accorded the original ofi r ri the -- am' -- ort aggregation

,!.. -- , in arcon plhment po-sib- le only bv bringing back to Washington
t1 r b .'dirg inn whose histrionic ability and distinct individualism has
t tahb-he- d for him an unparalleled popularity not only in Washington but
whrrot-- r he ha- - headed a stock organization in America.

It was the one trump card upon which a reversion to the former suc-c-- s

(. the T'oli company in this city depended, and fortunately the man-."ine- nt

vva- - able to play it.

With Mr. Van Buren's impressive personality and never-failin- g sin-ce- nt

digmfving the dominating characterizations of the plays presented,
1'ic Poh company is once again lifted to a plane of distinction worthy
the name of art.

While it - perfectly true that a stork organization depends in great

in iMire upon th ability, strength, and finesse of its star, it would be an
i 'possibility for one man, or one woman, to carry an aggregation of players

ngle-handed to success.
It i.-- for this, reason that the Poli management has surrounded Mr. Van

I5uren with a company capable, in the main, of upholding the high standard
be set This - particularly true in the case of Mark Kent, whose present
reputatii n a- - one of the mo-- t forcible character actors in America is backed
bv iar- - ! constant growth in artistic merit; Russell Fillmore, the young
juvenile man, whose short experience is counterbalanced by keen intelligence
and a fine sen-- c oi dramatic values; Mis Rutenhousc. whose charming
personality has already won lor her a host of "fans," Blanche Fredenci,
i on whom we are going to have some fine work, if last week's distinctive
c' it ,c lerization mav be taken as a criterion, and Peggy Cameron, the viva-- c

. i ilc ingenue, who has also proven her ability to make friends quickly.
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H.ire run- - high in the metropolis.
vn ibf most pi -- simistic producer is wearing a smile on his face

id lone, for the pfvv sca-o- n which has had an unprecedentcdly early
nun:, has thus far gone with a zip.

" ihe nn new- - plays that started the ball last month, nine
' in undisputed posse-sio- n of as many theaters, and managers are

. il. j.ii paring new offerings with an faith.
i In fiw attractions which have received the stamp of popular approval

"be Blue Paiadi-e,- " "The Boomerang," "I nder Tire," "The Girl Who
!i

" '.Vine B.ibv." 'Rolling Stones," "Hands L'p." and "The Last
u.. i'." while "Chin Chin," "legfcld's Follies," "The Passing Show of

, and "The Girl from I'tah" arc holding tight to their original popu-,t- v

-- . litt'e old Xew York is hilariously happy, and everybody who has an

if of ipterr-- t in thing- - theatrical is predicting a season of great pros--

.!' - .t winging ot the pendulum, as it were, from last vear's financial
t to a general bebel that folk will this season seek relief from the grave

, wHosalc tiirrmc to the gay.

i 'ut of th" pre-e- nt buzzing activity in New York there came to me

vuk a couple of letter- - that arc sure to interest you.
'1 l r fi"--- t va- - from a one-tim- e dramatic writer of this city, and promi- -

rmiilur of th National Press Club, who last vear wa- scicrd with the
i'i rl'i-- t, and biased the trail for "Today." that nauseous meiodrama in

. ii we ..in F.thel Yabntinc and Edmund Breeze do -- uch splendid work.
in -- i it wa- - no lauli of Kilbourn Gordon's that nc repprescnted a

dl il eatnc pifn. .) 'i- - deserves lU ;b- - more crrd.: that he put in an
a v sncce--f- nl -- cason tooting its horn.
Ni w he comi s along with a pert letter concerning the plans of David

p. i l, lhe Keith star liner of the current week.
Writes Mr. Gordon:
' Hire comes your one-tim- e right-bovv- again, and this time he is press

and doing the personal representative thing for David Bispham.
Mi Bispham is going to appear this season as Beethoven in the one- -

ct flav. "Adelaide," offering a concert in conjunction. It is quite a novelty
a combination of drama and song and looks most promising. We open

.round the middle of October, and come into New York to the Harris
Thcitfi- - for a series of special matinees the latter part of that month.

Prior to the oprntng of his regular season, Mr. Bispham has accepted
i ir wieks in vaudeville, and will be the headliner at Keith's, Washington,
tbcjiviik of September 6th. His vaudeville appearance, of course, has noth-- i

c to do with his Beethoven play. It has occurcd to me that it would,
l.owcvr, be a grand idea (from my standpoint, anyway) if you should hap-

pen to sec fit to interview my genial employer while he i holding forth in
W ashington. and I'm sure he can give you a good yarn on the Beethoven
proposition." .

Very "grand idea," Mr. Gordon, although it lacks the earmarks of
originality.

However, I'll be delighted.

The other comes from Frank Wilstach, general representative for the
Shubert Theatrical company telling me that E. H. Sothern will begin his
.season of modern comedy at the Belasco Theater' in this city the week of
September 27th, and bringing me the highly interesting news that he 'will
be supported by Charlotte Walker, forming a combination" that promises
well for Alfred Sutro's "The Two Virtues," in which he will appear, following
his engagement here with an run at the Booth Theater, New York.

It was originally planned that Margaret Dale should be Mr. Sothern's lead-
ing woman in his forthcoming venture, but she was taken suddenly ill in Atlantic
City last week, and Miss Walker was speedily substituted to fill her place..
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THE CURRENT WEEK, , Pit aTABPIfHEH
Pol ! "Jerry."

For the second week of their new
season the Poll Players will be seen
tomorrow in Blllie Burke's
success. "Jerry "

"Jerry" i& from the pen of Mrs
Catherine Chisholm Cushing. author of
"Kitty Mackay." "Miss Ananias." and
"Sauce for the Goose " It was the
first pla in which Miss Burke ever
appeared as an- - American girl, and in
it she scored the createst triumph of
hr cireer

The play tells the story of Jerry,
a breezy Western sirl. who comes East
with h- -r mother, on a visit to her
aunt Jerrj's aunt has been engaged
o a young lawyer for twenty years,

and the romance between these two is
waning rapidly when the young West-
ern girl arrives upon the scene and
decides that she wants her aunt's
fiance for herself. She contrives there-
fore, in a fascinating and original
manner, to bring about an estrange-
ment between the engaged pair, and
manages to supplant her relative in
the affections of the hero In the
course of the play, however. Jerry
shocks her mother to such an extent
that she (Jerry) is sent to bed as pun-
ishment for her misdemeanor It is
while tucked up in bed that Jerry
contrives to bring about a definite
proposal of marriage from the man
she loves, and in the third act there
is a highly amusing scene in whicn
the little heroine. garbed in pink
pajamas, proves that she is an effec-
tive pursuer and a very dangerous
specimen of the female species

In the title role Florence Rltten-hous- e

will have her first big oppor-
tunity with the Poli Players.

A. H Van Buren. of course, will be
seen as the hero, and other members
of the Poll company will be congenial-
ly east

The first performance of "Jerry"
will h the Monday matinee, and here-
after there will be afternoon perform-
ances every day In the week at Poli's

Kelth'il Vnodevllle.
David Bispham. the famous Ameri-

can oratorio and opera barytone, has
been secured for th present week at
Keith's It will be Mr Bispham's first
appearance here in vaudeville. He will
sing at every performance this week
and at the two concerts next Sunday His
repertoire contains forty operas, one
hundred and fifty oratorios, several
plays set to music, numerous light
operas, and more than a thousand bal-
lads and ballads and
folk songs. From these he will draw
a varied program. Mr. Bispham will
be accompanied by Woodrow Rogers
Contrasting with the stellar attraction
will be the supplementary star llnerss.
Wilbur Mack and N'ella Walker in their
new musical episode, "An Everyday
Occurrence " The rattle of hones, the
tinkle of the tambo. and the swish of
soft shoe dancing will be heard during
the minstrel act of the Seven Honey-bo- y

Minstrels late of "Honeyboy"
George Evans' company A sitlre on
some latter day piano acts will be
given by Herbert Williams and Hilda
Wolfus In "Almost a Pianist" Other
inclusions will be Bancroft and Broski:
William J. Kelly: Sammy Weston and
Sidney Clare; the European juggler.
Roberto: Bea Verera. the organ re-

citals and the Pathe pictorial.
Today concerts will be given as

usual, and the bill will present the
Great Rlgolettos. Laura Burt, and
Henry Stanford. Wllla Holt Wakefield.
Theodore Bendlx and his symphony
players. Towers fcnd Darrell and the
other features of Jast week's bill.

fiayetr "The Rowy Po.rr Girls."'
This season Manager Petre S. Clark

has determined to give the Columbia
Amusement patrons a. novel attraction.
The performance is a two-a- ct musical
burletta entitled "The Redemption
Club" or "She Slna Asatn" from the
pen of Walter Pearson, and tenants
the Gayety this week. Among the fea-
tures will be the "Barbary Coast
Dance" of San Francisco the real
tangoetta by girls from the Golden
West. In this will be seen Earl 'and
Marie Gates, terpslchorean artists.
"monK'the fun makers and principala
Harry BentleyClalre Evans. Harry E.
La Van, H Pearson, Effle. par
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son. Jane Pearson. Tommy Cullen. and
the most popular prima donna in the
circuit. Mamie Mitchell. Besides which
Mr Clark has engaged a competent
cast of players to Interpret the book,
and has secured his usual bevy of
pretty girls to assist Jn his chorus
department Fifteen musical numbers
will be interpolated during the action
of the play. Costumes, scenery and
electrical effects have been carefully
selected by the management. The
"Spirit of 1776." the battleships in ac-

tion, and Old Glory in all its electrical
splendor will be seen at the end of
act one. The Broadway Review will be
presented during the action of the
second act.

Caslnn --Vandevlllr.
A vaudeville bill of six acts and a

photoplay feature has been prepared
by General Manager Louts J. Fosse as
the inaugural program for the Casino
Theater

The first week's bill to be seen to-

morrow at the matinee for the first
time, will be headed by "The Seaside
Beauties." a tabloid musical comedy
that has never been seen before m
Washington. There are twelve peo-

ple In the company producing it and
in other cities where It has been
shown the playlette has made a hit
The Crossman Banjo Fiends and Tom-
my Van and the Ward Girls battle for
second place on the bill. The banjo
players are seven In number and are
said to have an original way of pre-
senting their entertainment, while
Tommy Van and the Ward Girls are
too well Vnown to vaudeville patrons
to need any description of their songs
and dances. Kearny, Buckly and Cook
are to present the farce, "The Butler"
which was written for them: Fred
"Weber will show some new ventrilo-iful- st

tricks, and Hanlon and Hanlon
have a comedy acrobatic turn that It
new- -

The bill concludes with a photoplay
feature.

Cosmoa Vandevin.
"The Fascinating Flirt," book by Tom-m- v

Gray and music by George Shlsler.
will b presented for the first time on any
staice at the Cotmos Theater this week
bv a company of sixteen musical come--

Ldlans. featurtnr Arthur Geary, famous
as "The Bd Huitir;" Bert aicuarvey, a
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female impersonator: Lawrence. Anger
and Moe Allen A double cyjartet of

mixed singers is one of its striking feat-

ures, while an elaborate displav of thirty--

two costumes are each said to be cre-

ations of the noted modiste Mine. Fran-

cis. It contains seven feature musical
numbers and its scene is laid at a road-hou- se

near Washington It is a Gart
McHugh production The suprortlng
acts will include Minerva Courtney. Will
Irwin and company in "A Prairie Ro-

mance;" the Delessio brothers, famous
Arabian acrobats and tumblers: Guy
Bartlett and the Reynolds The added
attraction will Include the latest release
of the Hearst-Seli- g news pictures and
photoplay features.

A new bill of supporting numbers will
be presented for the last half of the
week, beginning with the matinee
Thursday.

Three dances, from German's "Henry
VIII;" the march and air de ballet from
Massenet's "Scenes Pittorcwues:" Rob-

erts' valse lente, "Cupid's Caress;" se-

lections from Donizetti's "La Favorlta;"
Trlnkhaus- - Idyll, "Nodding Tulip;" Wen-rich'- s"

"Ragtime Chimes." and
march, "Progressive." will be

some of the selections Included In the
concert program of the orchestra at the
concerts today, which will also present
vocal and instrumental selections by
special artists, with other attractions.

Lmt Week at Glen Hchn.
Starting with four band concerts today,

followed by the big celebration of Labor
Day tomorrow and with the champion-
ship dance contest billed for Friday even-
ing. Glen Echo Park's final week prom-
ises to be one of the most interesting and
best attended of the summer.

When the orchestra in the dance pa-

vilion plays "Home, Swet Home" next
Saturday night, and the lishts are turned
off. the season of 191 will be over, but
the seven days that remain are full of
promise and .1 farewell visit to the pic-
turesque pleasure place 11I be well
worth while.

This afternoon and tonight the biggest
event on the card will be the series of
concerts by the National Guard Band un-
der the personal leadership of Jacob G.
Moody.

Tomorrow, Labor Day will be observed,
and those who elect to spend their holi-
day at Glen Echo will find something to
amuse them from early in the morning
until midnight.

During the week there will b new free
stunts, and on Friday evening the big-
gest dance event of the reason Is sched-
uled. At this time the three couples
which have won the former dance con-
tests will compete and the championship
for the new dances decided. This time
the gentleman will win the prize, a spe-
cially designed solid gold diamond stud-
ded ring.

The contestants will be Andrew Ridge-le- y

and Miss Lovina Vlrgino, winners of
the one-ste- p contest. Joseph W. Xader
and Miss Edith McElfresh. the best

and Walter J. Ryon and Miss
Bertha E. Sanders, winning exponents
of the fox trot A special committee will
be selected to act as judges.

Colonial Beach.
The Colonial Beach excursion season

Is closing with many pleasant gatherings
at the resort. The summer colony i
having dances and parties to mark the
last days of the summer season, though
many will remain at the resort to return
home on the river steamers later In th
month. The trips of the bir steamer St.
Johns close with those on Tuesday, the
day after Labor Day, and large throngs
are taking advantage of the opportunity
to visit the spots where they had pleas-
ant times In the last six weeks.

To ive those who wish an opportunity
to spend th holiday. Labor Day. at Co-

lonial Beach, the St Johns will make
trip to the resort tomorrow and Tues-
day. The schedule at arranged calls for
th St Johns leaving here this morning.

Curtain Rang Down on Life of Pau,
Armstrong Last Monday Night.

Paul Armstrong, the playwright
was stricken with heart disease while
riding in an automobile with a party
of friends at the Fifty-nint- h street en-
trance of Central Park last Monday
and died the same night in his apart-
ment at 829 Park avenue. The attack
was a recurrence of a former Illness,
for which he had been attended nt
Johns Hopkins Hospital. Baltimore,
two months ago. His family believed
he had fully recovered.

The dramatist was born in Kidder
Mo. April 25. 1SS9. After a high
school education at Bay City, Mich ,
he worked on steamers in the Great
Lakes for five years, and won his cer-
tificate as licensed master of steam
vessels Then, following some news-
paper experience. In which, under a
non de plume, he wrote thrilling de-
scriptions of fistic encounters, he ment
to Xew Tork and began the work
which made him well known and
brought him a fair sized fortune

His first play. "The Heir to the Hoo-rah- ."

involved him in a lawsuit with
a fellow reporter. William J. F Dam,
who charged him with plagiarizing the
plot of a magazine story entitled "Th
Transmogrification of Dan " Arm-
strong's defense was that he had In-

vented the plot himself, and had told
It to Dam over a glass of beer In a cafr
The Supreme Court however, ordered
him to pay the Kirke la Shelle Com-
pany, producer of the play. S1S.904 for
the Idea.

Other plays from his pen were "St.
Ann." "Salomy Jane." "In a Blaze of
Glory," "Alias Jimmy Valentine," "The
Deep Purple." "A Romance of the Un-
derworld." "The Heart of a Thief."
"Going Some" (with Rex Beach). "Via
Wireless" (with Wlnchell Smith), and
"The Grayhound" (with Wilson MIz-ne- r).

PROMISED NEXT WEEK.

Itelancn 'Th Only Qlrl."
Joe Weber, the diminutive end of th

firm of Weber & Fields, who has de-

veloped into a successful manager as well
as an actor, will offer at the Belasco
Theater, the week of September 13, "The
Only Girl.' a new musical comedy, book
by Henry Blossom, with music by Victor
Herbert, and which was staged by Fred
G. Latham.

When It was produced in New TorlS
last year It was received so favorably
that it easily ran out the entire season
there

The music by Herbert is said to be of
that composer's best. Tho story, which
has been used before, may be remember-
ed by some. It is about tho bachelor who
taunts his three pals when they become
benedicts and vows that he will always
be faithful to the. state ot single bless-
edness Of course, all his plans are
spoiled by a charming young girl who
Is a composer and whom he engages to
write the score of his new operetta. He
bargains that In doing so they shall con-
sider each other as mere machines, not
a man and woman, but even this does
not save him, and he succumbs In the
last act. much to the joy of his now mar-
ried friends.

Manager Weber promises a superior
production of "The Only Girl," with a
cast of n players, including
Edna Munsey. Elsie Balrd, Reglna Rich-
ards, Genevieve Houghton. Leona Stev-
ens. Franklin Farr.um. Russell Lennon.
Frank Coomb. Thomas Burton and
Charles Fisher.

KelthSf Gertrude Hoffmann,
Gertrude Hoffmann in "Sumurun" will

be at Keith's next week. Her company
numbers slxtv-sl- x sincers. dancers, com-
edians, pantomimlsts. and plavers. and
to the Keith orchestra will be added a
special orchestra of thirty musicians un-
der the direction of Max Hoffmann.
"Sumurun" i the world-famou- s Reln-har- dt

wordless plav. or mimedramatia
tragedy, and the vaudeville version is In
eight scenes, runninc an hour in time.
There are numerous incidental and Inter-
polated attractions, including "'Th Flow-
ery Wav." "The Oriental Bazaar." "The
Harem Bath and "The Palace of the
Sheikh ' Adriod to the bill will be Wil-
son Mizner s romedv, "Shirs that Pas
in the Nicht." with a company of six
Tlavers Mae Melville, formerly of Mel-
ville and Hi?cina. Chauncey Monroe and
companv, in "A Business Proposal." the
Misses LIshtnT and Newton Alexander.
Blnns and Bert, the organ recitals, and
the Path1 pictures

rir Eicnse Me.
Rupert Hushes' farce comedy success.

"Excuse Me' will be the third offering
of the new Poll Players. This comedv.
unique in its stage setting, had its first
performance on- - anv stage in this city,
and It scored an immediate hit All of
its scenes are laid in Pullman cars, and
the characters are, supposed to be on a
transcontinental limited train bound
from Chicago to San Francisco.

The hero, to be plaved by A. H Van
Buren. is a young lieutenant engaged to
marrv a charming youn; girl, who 1

accompanying him on a trip West, and
who was forced to board the train be-

fore the wedding ceremony took place.
One of the most striking characters In
the plav Is the Pullman car porter, "a.
gentleman" of ebony persuasion In com-rlexl-

This rart will be played by
Mirk Kent.

General Manager Thatcher has pur-
chased from Henry W. Savage the en-
tire original production, comprising two
carloads of scenery.

nillr Wntnn' Tleef Trout UaM
lenqnerw."

"Beef Trust" Watson and his Biff
Girlie show will provide the attraction
at the Gayety next week. Billy Watson.
Frank Bombard. Billy Moehan. and Jean
Lelghton are the leaders In the two com-
edies entitled "Krausmeyer Alley" and
"The Basnful Venus. ' Both burlettas
are said to be bright and snappy, with
beautiful costumes. Ingeniously arranged
dances, and ensembles. The plot of the
two little comedies have been construct etl
for the purpose of laughter only Other
principals are Violet Pear. Kathryn
Pearl. Annette Walker, Frank! Farrell.
Grace Sachs. O. W. Braddock. and Billy
Bowrs. A chorus of twenty youns
women will aid the cast in dispensing
general merriment. The scenery, cos-

tumes and electrical effects promise a
marked Improvement over the usual
standard set by the Billy Watson Shows.
Many special features are with the pro-

duction this season, and as an added at-

traction Billy Meeban and Violet Pearl
will do a dance known as "Society.

Eugene and Willie Howard, com-

edians In "The PassinfT Show of 1915,
have renewed their contract with the
Winter Garden for a period of Ave
years.

tomorrow and Tuesday at 9 a. m., so
that those who could not get away yes-

terday can leave today or tomorrow
morning and have two full days at th
pretty retort. Returning, the St. Johns,
will leave Colonial Beach Sunday. Mon-

day and Tuesday at 6 p. m,. and will ht
borne about 10 JO p. m.
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